THE GREAT TUDORS
underrated the mediaeval mind." It is true that he had no
sympathy with the Scholastic philosophy; but Aristotle had
enjoyed so long a reign, that it was high time that Plato
should come into his own again, even at the cost of some
hard knocks; and in the battle of the philosophies, Golet is
certainly to be found on the side of Plato.
Once again, in 1515, Colet was called upon to preach on
a great public occasion, the installation of Wolsey as Cardinal
in Westminster Abbey. In his early years, Wolsey had been
a schoolmaster at Magdalen College School, and his interest
in education was maintained throughout his career, as is
shown by his foundation of a great school at Ipswich and of
Cardinal College (Christ Church) at Oxford; there were
grounds for sympathy between the two men, although their
careers were so dissimilar.
Twelve Archbishops and Bishops, the heads of the great
abbeys and all the officers of State attended the ceremony,
the climax of Wolsey's rise to fame. Colet's sermon was
worthy of the occasion; he alluded to " the many divers and
sundry virtues that he hath used, which have been the cause
of his high and joyous promotion to all the realm "; and,
having dwelt upon the honour and dignity of the title of
Cardinal, addressed these words to Wolsey himself:
" Let not one in so proud a position be puffed up by
its greatness; remember that our Saviour said to his
disciples, * I came not to be ministered unto but to
minister.' . . . My Lord Cardinal, enforce yourself
always to execute righteousness to rich and poor, with
mercy and truth."
Had Shakespeare chosen to dramatise the earlier years of
Henry VIIPs reign, what a scene he might have made of
this! The " top-proud fellow " had some fifteen years of
power before him; within four, Colet himself was in his
grave. The year of his death, 1519, was the year of
Luther's breach with the Church. Had Colet lived, his
influence would have been on the side, not of revolutionary
change, but of true Reform. The leaders of the Reforma-
tion had much in common with him; in their sincerity, their
hatred of superstition, their denunciation of papal and
clerical scandals, they possessed something of his spirit.
But, had he lived, we may well believe that he would have
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